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Watershed Protection Standard
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Watershed Protection Standard (WPS)

= Stormwater design standard applied to sites undergoing new development and
redevelopment

= Formulated by EPA using the latest scientific research to restore waterbodies

= Requires management of a site’s stormwater to match certain pre-development
conditions, such that the developed site should:

1. Export no more pollutants than under pre-development conditions

2. Retain at least as much runoff as under pre-development conditions
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Watershed Protection Standard

Pre-development
Runoff volume and pollution is minimal

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

. No Treatment
- Runoff volume and pollution increase significantly
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E Current Standards
Runoff managed, but still much higher than pre-development
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8- The Watershed Protection Standard
Runoff managed to pre-development conditions
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Watershed Protection Standard (WPS)

= Compliance with the WPS is achieved by meeting a required runoff reduction volume
that is determined by the pre-development infiltrating capacity of the soils

= (Alternative requirements are outlined for sites that cannot infiltrate)

« Implementing the WPS is practical when designers use smart strategies for site layout
and stormwater control measure design / use EPA Performance Curves
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The WPS Toolkit

Suite of materials developed to aid municipalities, designers and other stakeholders
adopting and implementing the WPS

Toolkit purpose:
* Motivate municipalities to adopt the WPS
 Convince stakeholders that meeting the WPS is feasible and practical
* Assist municipal staff in adopting and implement the WPS
* Assist designers in efficiently complying with the WPS

DRAFT - will be finalized in November

When finalized, will be online: https://snepnetwork.org/watershed-protection-standard-toolkit/
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The WPS Toolkit Includes

act Sheet
romotional Handout

emplate Regulatory Language

How to Meet the Watershed Protection Standard: An Example of a Low Den5|ty Subdivision

; . Runoffis toan ' Adesignated parking area fo Runoff from the f [ & Gradingand the absence of curb
O en infittration basin from a visitors e of each house s o allow runoff from the road and
forstreet parking, allowing. {8 O Siterana driv o enter a grass conveyance

[ T—— . B swale, which pretreats runoff

tothe nfitration basin

WPS) for
I, low-density

opment level
Total Site Area:
343ac

Impervious Area:
2 ac (18%)

A Closer Look at How Imperwous Cover is Treated to Meet the WPS
This catchment map (left) and table (right) use color coding to indicate which areas of the site are treated by which stormwater controls in order to remove phosphorus and reduce runoff to meet the WPS.
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Compliance Review Checklist

Site Examples — 6 examples + cover sheet

Executive Summary

i neefc S{h,

Checklist for Reviewing Compliance with the Watershed
Protection Standard

This checklist is intended to guide technical reviewers in evaluating application materials for
compliance the Watershed Protection Standard (WPS). The checklist pairs with the Performance
Standard (i.e. the WPS) outlined in the WPS Toolkit's "Regulatory Language for Adopting the
Watershed Protection Standard.” Designers can also use this checklist to understand how their
design will be evaluated.

Checklist to Evaluate Low Impact Development Design Approach

Designers are expected to employ a Low Impact Development (LID) approach to ste developmen. The
checkist below LID strategies and

Part 2. the Rhode liand Stormwater Design and nstalaton Standarcls Manuol Appendsx i
Stormuwater Management Flan Checklist’ If certain practices cannot be incorporated into site design,
awritten explanation should be provided.

of Natural A

As much of the existing possible has been part of proposed
site design
te clearing has been restricted to minimum area needed for building footprints, development
activities, construction access, and safety

p proposed using

Pantings of nativstress and s in roposed vegstaed aras previously eared of natire
vegetation are shown on site plar

o oo oo

Lawn areas have been limited /mi and yards have been kept undisturbed to the
maximum extent practicable on residential lots

Preservation and Restoration of Natural Hydrology and Soils

O Development site features and buildings have been appropriately distanced from wetlands and

waterbodics

O Stormwater controls have been located in areas with greatest infiltration capaity (i.e.
Hydrologic Soil Groups A and B if available)

O Impervious surfaces have been located in areas with the poorest infiltration capacity (ic.
Hydrologic Soil cmups Cand Difpresent)

O Stormwater control infiltrate £ possible, including in poorly-draining
solls (ie. nyammg.cw Groups € and D)
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How to Promote Smart Development for Watershed Protection

What is the Watershed Protection Standard (WPS)? Why Should My Municipality Adopt the WPS?
+ The WPS 1.3 starmater design standard spplld t shes undergoing
o g s @ D PRk Conmminy Raside s
et research 0 restor waterbadies and protectthe environment
+ The WPS requires management of s stormswater 0 atch certain
Such that the devolop wateebodes
1. Export no moce poBtants than under pre-development conditians iy G R G crvest i aburw g ocs
2 o t st a4 mch ol undee pre developemens condiions 2% To Save Money
capacity of site sofls. " el "
repuin
Stormwater Pollution and Vokume Oy s Procticl
o
Purther
estate poteotil
Z Current Stormwater Design Standards Arent Enough
focciog
Eoghnd
Pre-Development Pos: Developrmet
At development, runofpaltant lood e solame merease. even when o Did you know?
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