
2 0 2 1
A N N U A L
R E P O R T

MASSACHUSET TS RIVERS ALLIANCE

Protecting and Restoring the Commonwealth’s Rivers and Streams
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ACHIEVEMENTS

Sewage Notification Bill 
signed into law!

Explore Your Rivers 
interactive section added to 

website

Sewage notification 
regulations improved

Drought and Invasives 
Species bills filed and on 

the moveContinued budget 
increases for agencies that 

protect rivers

Budget increases: Division of  Ecological 
Restoration (to $3 million, up from $2.6 
million), and the Natural Heritage and 

Endangered Species program ($1 million, 
doubled from $500k in FY21).

Technical assistance 
program up and running, 

protecting stream flow

End of  Summer 
celebration brought 

community together – 
safely

Organizational growth!  
New Deputy Director 

started in January 2022

FINANCIALS

2021 Total Revenues $815,875 2021 Total Expenses $312,650

Total Gifts from Individuals OperationsCorporate Donations Programming Fundraising

Organizational Member Dues Professional ServicesProgram Service Revenue Tenancy

Note: Revenues in 2021 reflect the full value of  a $550,000 5-year transformational gift.
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A LEGISLATIVE WIN!
A NEW LAW WITH IMPORTANT PROTECTIONS.  
With the passage of our Sewage Notification Act in February, 2021 saw a win for rivers, public health, and envi-
ronmental justice.  The new law requires public notification when there is a discharge of untreated or partly treated 
sewage into a river, an occurrence that happens far more frequently than most people realize, particularly in rivers 
flowing through urban areas.  Over 1 billion gallons of raw or partially treated sewage entered Massachusetts’ water-
ways in 2021.  Massachusetts communities with higher concentrations of non-white, non-English speaking, and poorer 
residents, including several in the Merrimack and Mystic watersheds, have twice as many sewage spills than whiter, 
wealthier towns.  Passage of this law took the proverbial village of legislators, municipal leaders, conservation partners, 
and individual advocates over several years, and is a testament to the growing power of our community.  Of course, this 
is just one step in the journey to eliminating these spills altogether – the next challenge.

PROTECTING STREAMFLOW.  
Climate change is bringing not just floods, but droughts to New England, with two recent Massachusetts droughts in 
2016 and 2020.  Protecting the sustainability of our rivers – and water supplies – in the face of this threat remains a 
thorny challenge, but we are making progress.   In 2021, we partnered with a diverse set of stakeholders on several fronts 
to keep our streams from drying up during droughts. These efforts included:

• A technical assistance program to help member organizations use the Water Management Act to protect local 
streams

• Supporting a drought bill that would allow the governor to curtail lawn-watering during droughts
• Supporting a MassDEP initiative to bring more consistency to municipal water management across the state during 

droughts
• Working with the Ipswich River Watershed Association and American Rivers to leverage the group’s 2021 

Endangered Rivers designation to protect streamflow

CONNECTING PEOPLE TO RIVERS.  
We were also thrilled to debut “Exploring Your Rivers,” a new section of our website created to help people across 
Massachusetts discover and enjoy their local rivers, in a canoe or kayak, holding a fishing rod or camera, riding a bike, 
or using their own two feet – or a wheelchair.  We started work on this project in 2020; six talented interns later (and with 
significant staff support and member group feedback), we rolled the site out. If you haven’t had a chance to check it out 
yet, please do. https://www.massriversalliance.org/explore-your-rivers

TRANSFORMATIONAL GIFT!  
Massachusetts Rivers Alliance had an exciting start to 2021 with a generous challenge match from an anonymous donor: 
a multi-year transformational gift of $550,000. This generous donation will enable Mass Rivers to meet the growing needs 
of our rivers and our member organizations. We are thrilled to welcome Danielle Dolan, our first-ever Deputy Director, to 
help oversee these efforts. Please contact Julia Blatt if you are interested in helping to match this gift to save our rivers.
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OUR PARTNERS IN RIVER PROTECTION

Key Leadership Members (>$1000)
Charles River Watershed Association
Greater Boston Chapter Trout  

Unlimited
Ipswich River Watershed Association
Mass Audubon
Mass Organization of State Engineers 

and Scientists
Mystic River Watershed Association
Neponset River Watershed Association
Nor’East Chapter of Trout Unlimited
The Nature Conservancy

Leadership Members ($250-$999)
Association to Preserve Cape Cod
Berkshire Natural Resources Council
Connecticut River Conservancy
Conservation Law Foundation
Environmental League of Massachusetts
Greenbelt
Groundwork Lawrence
MA RI Council of Trout Unlimited
Nashua River Watershed Association
North and South Rivers Watershed 

Association
OARS
Sierra Club Massachusetts Chapter
Sudbury, Assabet and Concord Wild 

and Scenic River Stewardship 
Council

The Charles River Conservancy
The Trustees
The Trust for Public Land

Member Organizations (<$250)
Belmont Citizens Forum
Berkshire Environmental Action Team
Biodiversity for a Livable Climate

Blackstone River Coalition
Blackstone River Watershed 

Association
Buzzards Bay Coalition
Center for Coastal Studies
Chicopee 4Rivers Watershed Council
Clean Water Fund
Deerfield River Watershed Association
Deerfield River Watershed Chapter of 

Trout Unlimited
Environment Massachusetts
Fort River Watershed Alliance
Farmington River Watershed 

Association
Friends of Belle Isle Marsh
Friends of Jerry’s Pond
Friends of the Assabet River National 

Wildlife Refuge
Friends of the Bass River
Friends of the Blue Hills
Friends of the Malden River
Friends of the Middlesex Fells
Friends of the Palmer River
Friends of the Ten Mile and Bucklin 

Brook
Green Newton
Hoosic River Revival
Hoosic River Watershed Association
Hop Brook Protection Association
Housatonic Valley Association
Jones River Watershed Association
League of Women Voters of 

Massachusetts
Lowell Parks & Conservation Trust
Massachusetts Association of 

Conservation Commissions
Massachusetts Land Trust Coalition
Massachusetts Watershed Coalition

2343 Massachusetts Avenue | Cambridge, MA 02140
(617) 714-4272 | www.massriversalliance.org

Merrimack River Watershed Council
Millers River Watershed Council
Muddy Water Initiative
Nantucket Land Council
Ocean River Institute
Parker River Clean Water Association
Pioneer Valley Chapter #276 Trout 

Unlimited
River Merrimack
Runnins River Watershed Alliance
Save the Bay - Narragansett Bay 

Riverkeeper
Shawsheen River Watershed 

Association
Stockholm Environment Institute
Sudbury Valley Trustees
Taunton River Watershed Alliance
Taunton River Wild & Scenic 

Stewardship Council
Ten Mile River Watershed Council
Wareham Land Trust
Wastewater Advisory Committee to 

the MWRA
Water Supply Citizens Advisory 

Committee
Weir River Watershed Association
Westfield River Watershed Association
Westfield River Wild and Scenic River 

Advisory Committee
Westport River Watershed Alliance
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT !

$10,000 +
Anonymous (1)
Sue and Henry Bass 
Andrea Franz 
Sarah Hancock 
Nagesh Mahanthappa and Valentine Talland 
Mark P. Smith and Elizabeth Brown 
Stearns Charitable Trust 

$5,000 - $9,999
Bonnie Cockman and Chris Foote 
Roger Colton and Anne Lougee 
Mary Griffin and Andrew O’Neill 
Nancy and Theodore Hammett 
Meryl Loonin and Neil Fisher 
Caroline Michel
Altar’d States

$2,500-$4,999
Susan Beede and Jay Copeland 
Julia Blatt and Ken Siskind 
Clover Fast Food, Inc.
The Echo Charitable Foundation 
Wachusett Brewing Company, Inc.

$1,000-$2,499
Anonymous (3)
Ralph and Ellen Abele 
Colin and Melody Anderson 
Paul Beaulieu and Karen Hollis 
Howard and Judy Blatt 
Katrine Bosley
Clarissa and Rod Bronson 
Lalor Burdick 

David Carlisle and Morene Bodner 
Brian and Alison Clew 

David Comb and Coleen 
Fitzgibbon 

Melville P. Cote, Jr. 
and Edith Rodrigues 


Mrs. Elisabeth de Picciotto 
Christine Doyle and David Brams 
John Goodman and Virginia Jordan 
Elissa Grad and Narayan Kaimal 
John Harris and Caryn Libbey
Andrew Magee 
Deirdre Menoyo 
Pat Moran-Queenan and David Queenan 
Michael O’Hara
Jennifer and Jason Ryan 
Nathan Sanders and Shannon Morey
Campbell Steward 
Robert and Lisa Unsworth
Eve Vogel
Candace Young and Glenn Batchelder 
Kate and Herman Field Legacy Fund
Ress Family Foundation

$500-$999
Anonymous (3)
Anna Aguilera and Jesse Schreier 
Stuart Armstrong 
John and Molly Beard 
Doris Bouwensch 
Ian Cooke and Jill Foster 
Edward and Monica Driggers
Elizabeth Freeman and Robert Bechek
Irene Freidel and Dan Gaposchkin 
Rita Gibes Grossman and Larry Grossman 
Paul Haaga, Jr. (Gift in honor of Nancy 

Hammett)
Ilisa Hurowitz
Sam Joffe and Mary McCabe 
Lucinda and David Lagasse 
William and Leslie Mayo-Smith
Kathryn Mente
Kathleen O’Hara
Nigel Pickering and Roberta O’Connor 
Leslie Price and Michael Welles 
Emily and Alex Scerbo 
Sara and Michael Schnitzer 
Eli Siskind 
Susan and Eric Smith 
Derek and Karen Smith 
John and Louisa Troubh 
Katy and Tom Walker
Martha Wallace and Edward Kane 

NEC Solar
Service Now

$250-$499
Anonymous (2)
Reinier and Nancy Beeuwkes 
Robert Belitz
Emily Blatt 
Carl Brauer and Nancy 

Schieffelin 
Stephen 

and Lisa 
Brayton

Alec Bullen
Maureen and David 

Christmas 
Joanne Cipolla Moore
David and Susan Clark 
Russ Cohen 
W. Gerard Fallon, Jr. and Lynette Fallon
Marjorie Greville and Nicholas Greville 
Eva and Terry Herndon 
Michelle Hewitt and Andr Weinstock 
Tim Ingraham
Justin Jackson
Jan Jeffers Lo and Cliff Lo
Ken Karnofsky and Sabine Clark 
Taber and Mary Keally 
Liza Ketchum 
Pat King and Tom Powers
Steven and Jennifer Kundrot
Jeffrey Mazur and Jackie Rosenbloom
Gretchen McClain and Todd Schatzki 
Robert and Elisabeth McGregor 
Thomas Michelman 
Molly and Harry Mink 
Jeanne and Joel Mooney 
Cheri Opperman and Maure Aronson 
Sally Owen 
Bruce Petschek and Fariba Houman
Jane Philippi
Lucy Pullen and Scott Ferson 
John Reinhardt 
Heidi Ricci 
Nancy Rose and Jim Poterba 
Thomas and Jane Sciacca 
Kathleen and Robert Shamberger 

2343 Massachusetts Avenue | Cambridge, MA 02140
(617) 714-4272 | www.massriversalliance.org

 Indicates a donor who has 
contributed to Mass Rivers for 10 
consecutive years or more 
 Indicates a donor who has 
contributed to Mass Rivers for 5 -9 
consecutive years
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT !

Randy Smith and Elizabeth Hilder  (Gift in 
honor of Mark P. Smith)

Virginia Steel
Marion Stoddart 
Margaret Van Deusen 
Julie and Ernie Vargas 
Miriam and David Weil 
Mary Alice Wistman 
Henry Woolsey
The Edmund and Betsy Cabot Charitable 

Foundation
Rosencrans Family Foundation
Tighe & Bond

$100-$249
Anonymous (8)
Barbara and Frank Aguilera 
William and Alix Aguilera
Jennifer Allport-Anderson
Bruce Amazeen and Sandra Webster
Mary and John Antes 
Lina and James Arena DeRosa 
Heather Audet and Derek Mason
Susan Bailey 
Audrey Ball 
Cynthia Barakatt and Rich Bizzozero 
Julie Barton and Peter Emerson 
Carmen and James Beaton
Rachel Berger
David Biggers and Kathleen O’Connell 
Amy Blake and Garry Crago
Alison Bowden 
Katherine Bowditch
Douglas and Aviva Brooks 
Christopher Brown
Margie and Chris Brown 
Will Brownsberger 
Peter Bryant and Michael Downing 
Barbara Bund
Katie and Paul Buttenwieser 
Wayne Castonguay and Cynthia Richmond 
Marcia Ciro
Nathan Cohen
William Constable
Dan and Judith Coquillette 
Thomas Cotton 

Agnes Czibulka
Ken Delpapa and Laura Senier 
Carol Dionne 
Rick and Lynne Doblin 
Janice Dolan 
Barbara Dowds 
Laurie Doyle
John and Patricia Drobinski
The Honorable and Mrs. Michael Dukakis **
John Dundas and Julia Dewdney 
David Eberly
Judith Eiseman 
Robert and Marilyn Ellsworth 
Alan Emmet 
Pam Endo and James Glaser 
Thomas and Ellen Ennis 
Stephen Estes-Smargiassi 
Katharine Evans
Gregory and Christine Fahlund
Francis Faulkner
David and Jane Ferrazza
Rick Findlay 
Kelsey Fiori 
Robert and Marthe Forrester
Deborah Fowler-Wheaton
Ken Geiser, Jr.
Alan S. Geismer
Karen and David Gendell
William and Sarah George
Deborah Gevalt
Andrew Gottlieb 
Andrew Grad and Janet Singer 
Paul and Christine Grady 
David Graves
Thomas Green and Jeannie Vineyard 
Susan Griffin 
Jayne Grudberg 
Annie Hall
Rebecca and Kimbal Hall
Terese Hammerle and Ed Kelly 
Nancy C. Hammond 
Katharine Hanson 
Ann and Neal Harris
Garrett Harris and Amy Rosenstein 
Jeffrey and Sarah Harris

Olga Hayes and Ken King
Larry Herlacher
Libby Herland
Will Hill 
David and Dianne Hoaglin 
April Ingle
Cynthia Irvine (Gift in honor of Eve Vogel 

and Janey Keough)
Linda Irvine and Peter Oakley
Radha Iyengar 
Juliet and 

Bruce 
Jenkins 

Greg and Maria 
Jobin-Leeds 

Caroline Jones and 
Peter Galison 

Ralph and Sherry Jones
Julia Khorana and Michael Duclos 
John and Leslie Kolterman
Jonathon and Amy Kraus 
Jim Lafley and Patti Steinman 
Beth Lambert
Paul Lauenstein and Lonnie Friedman **
Dix A. Leeson
Margaret Leidler 
Clifford and Anette Lewis 
Matthew Liebman and Amy Michelson 
Randi Lite and Richard Moody
Roy and Leslie Lobb 
Reginald Lockwood
Deanne Loonin and Elizabeth Renuart 
Isabel Lyndon
Francis and Ursula Lyons
Amy and Ken MacNulty 
Curtis and Dana Magee 
Peter Mahler and Katherine Hollister 
Laura Matson
Anna McCurn
Mary and Brendan McLaughlin
Susan Mitchell-Hardt and David Hardt 
Rob Moir 
David Montanari and Sara Rubin
Mary Moran
Meg Muckenhoupt 
Deb Mutschler

2343 Massachusetts Avenue | Cambridge, MA 02140
(617) 714-4272 | www.massriversalliance.org
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT !

Susan Mygatt 
Paul and Kate Nightingale 
Marty November and Anna Abrams 
Maura O’Gara 
Bruce Osterling 
Jessie and Jonathan Panek 
Katherine and Edwin Pearson 
Stephen Perkins
Mark and Paula Petschek 
William Pisano 
Susan and Stephen Polit
Ellen Porter Honnet and Chuck Honnet 
Barbara and Art Powell 
Amy Pullen and Nathaniel McIntosh
Tim and Julia Purinton 
Gabby Queenan 
Jeffrey Quillen
Patricia Ramsey
Marilyn Ray Smith
Marc and Emily Reardon 
Marla Rhodes and Rick Olick 
Elizabeth and William Richmond 
Larni and Rich Rosenlev 
Mark Rossi and Sabrina Kurtz-Rossi 
Wendy Rundle
Alice Rushforth
Gwen Ruta 
Thea Sahr 
Susana Scerbo
Richard Schlesinger 
Loring and Andrew Schwarz 
Gordon and Joy Shaw 
Ellen Shea and Laurie Bennett 
Todd and Elyse Shuster 
Heather and Andrew Sideman
Lee and Shep Simonds Brown 
Joseph Singer and Martha Minow 
Dana Siskind 
Carl and Diane Soderland 
Nancy Soulette 
Sally Spooner
Heidi and Eric Steinert
Nathaniel Stevens 
Donald and Eileen Stewart
Scott and Holly Stratford

Amy Tananbaum
David Tapscott and Gail Epstein 
Newton Tedder
E. Michael Thomas and Elizabeth Levy 
Sigmar and Linda Tullmann 
Maria Van Dusen 
Amy Vickers
Emily V. Wade 
Marty Wagner and Naomi Dworkin
Miriam Weinstein and Peter Feinstein
Sarah Weinstein and Kenneth Blumberg 
Jeri Weiss and Matt Goldman
Lisa Weissman and Deb Shapiro 
Bret Williams
Jodi Wolin
Samantha Woods and Frederic L. Day III 
Tracy Zafian and David Schmidt
Robert and Kathy Zimmerman
Anne and Steve Ziobrowski 
Richard and Susan Smith Family Foundation
Verisk Analytics
West Stockbridge Grange

Up to $100
Anonymous (6)
Carol and Michael Abedon 
David and Stephanie Adey 
Harvey Allen 
Jillian Alpert
Bob and Judy Anderson
Thomas and Ingrid Barry
Ted and Iris Barten 
Kathleen Baskin and Leonard Albano 
Ed Bauchiero 

2343 Massachusetts Avenue | Cambridge, MA 02140
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Donald Becker 
Eugene Benson
Carolyn and Woody Bishop
Kathryn Bonfiglio
Kelley Bothe
Denise Bowser 
Loring Bradlee and Janet Stone 
Jeff and Webb Brown 
Katharine Button 
Ann and David Chang 
Mary Beth and Jeff Clack
Linda and Norman Cohen 
George Comiskey 
Susan Crane and Mark Roberts 
Bonnie Creinin 
Joanne D’Alcomo and Stephen Elman 
Adam and Kimberly Dash
Denali Delmar 
David and Laura Dietz 
Richard and Nancy Donahue 
Ruah Donnelly 
Mary Lee Donovan 
Jane Dunderstadt
Harriet Eckstein 
Sarah and Jeffrey Ellison
David Emmerich and Janet Ashley
Patrick and Monica Fairbairn 
Florence Feldman-Wood
Paul and Devra Feshbach-Meriney 
Alison Field-Juma 
Maryanna Foskett 
Anne and Edward M. Gaposchkin 
Elizabeth Gibson and Neil Goldstein
Michele Girard 
Rolf and Julie Anne Goetze 
Jane and David Gossard
Doug Goudey and Sara Kleiner-Goudey 
Burt Grad and Carol Anne Ances 
James and Marilyn Green 
Judith Greenspan 
Kimberly Groff
Karen Grossman 
Pamela Hart 
Jonathan Hecht and Lora Sabin 
Chris Hirsch
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Nancy and Don Hunton
Cynthia Irvine
Scott Jackson 
Rita Jaros 
Mark and Roz Kaplan 
George Krusen, II 
Janice and Boyd Kynard 
Liz Lacy 
Anne-Marie Lambert and Arvy Mackevicius 
Bruce and Margaret Langmuir
Shemaya Laurel 
Peter and Gretchen Law
Richard Lawrence 
Denis and Denise LeBlanc 
Gloria Leipzig and William Buckley
Jane Levin and Bob Rifkin 
Hal Levine and Lindi Higgins
T Lovering and Tina Forbes 
Kate and Matt Lowrie 
Henry and Carol Lukas
Jacqueline Mackay
Kerry Mackin 
Olive Malcolm
Nassim Marhamat
Larry Masland and Pam Talbot 
Stephen McCarthy
Andrew McClurg and Joelle Stein
William Shaw McDermott, Jr. 
Jeremiah Mew 
Barbara and Jim Miranda 
Anne Munson and Anthony Palomba
Sarah and Robert Murdock
Christopher Myhrum
James Neumann
Emily Nordhoff
Jeffrey North
Mary O’Neil
Sandra Olansky
Sara Oseasohn
Cathy Ouyang
Mark and Christine Paolillo

Emily Paradise and Arn Franzen 
Dwight and Julie Perkins 
Susan Portin
Brian and Sheila Rehrig 
Malcolm and Mona Roberts 
Karin Rosenthal 
Sara Rowbottom
Laura and Thomas Sander 
Robert and Judith Sarno 
Maryann Scali
Tracy Schleyer  ($50 gift in honor of Andrea 

Franz)
James and Nina Scott 
Michael Searles
Linda and Harvey Segal 
Harold Seigel and Ann Braden Seigel 
Pam Shea 
Bill and Ann Shubert 
Robert and Judith Singler 
David and Rona Siskind 
Lynne Smith
Robert Spillman and Lana Seguin-Spillman 
Niraj Srivastava 
Nicolas Starin
Elizabeth Stokey and Ronald McAdow 
Judith Summers and W. Bart Saxbe 
Wendy and Fred Surr
Pauliina Swartz
Elizabeth and Isabel Tappan-deFrees 
Madeleine Snow Typadis and Archie Typadis 
Marty Wagner and Naomi Dworkin 
David Webster
John and Abby Weiss 
David and Sherri Wilson
Jean Winkler and Richard Hillel 
Joann Witek
Evelyn Wolfwon 
Madison Wolters
Julie Wood
Elizabeth Wylde and Lance Drane 
Massachusetts Institute for Justice

Photo Credits 

Skugg River, North Andover (cover) by 
Johanna Robinson 
Blue Jay (page 3) by Mark Lindhult 
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by Adam Currie
Mystic River, Medford (page 8) by Mier 
Chen

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT !

2021 STAFF: Julia Blatt (Executive Director) , Katharine Lange (Policy Specialist), Sarah Bower (Technical Specialist), 
Gretchen McClain (Operations and Membership Director) 

2021 INTERNS:  Spring - John Doolin and Caley Earls (GIS Interns), Summer - Kameice Francis (Policy Research 
Intern), Astrid Wilder and Zoe Zachary (Teen JUST-US Interns)

2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Mark P. Smith (President), Emily Scerbo (Vice President), Andrea Franz 
(Treasurer), Paul Beaulieu (Clerk), Anna Aguilera, Wayne Castonguay, Roger Colton, Ian Cooke, Christine Doyle, Mary 
Griffin, Nancy Hammett, Vicki Krupps, Nagesh Mahanthappa, Deirdre Menoyo, Heidi Ricci, Ellen Smith, and Eve Vogel 


